
Session 5:
SEEDS of Book Awareness



SEEDS OF BOOK AWARENESS



SEEDS OF BOOK AWARENESS

The Big 5 Literacy Skills –

National Reading Panel



SEEDS OF VOCABULARY AND ORAL LANGUAGE

• Body Level One

•Body Level Two

• Body Level Three

• Body Level Four

• Body Level Five
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SEEDS Quality Interactions

SEEDS Quality 

Interactions

are balanced

and provide 

opportunities to 

build a strong 

self-image.
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What opportunities do your children have to learn and 

use new vocabulary in the context of grade level text? 

What does an effective read aloud include?

Opportunities for Growing Vocabulary 
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An Effective Read Aloud includes:

•Children actively involved in answering and 

asking questions

•Children watching and hearing fluent readers

•Children retell and dramatize

•Read Aloud connected with several books on 

a similar topic and in context

•Vocabulary and definitions introduced

•Illustrations described
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Repeated Read Aloud

Makes a Difference!

Multiple readings of the same 

book, using rich explanations 

of vocabulary words, effects 

significant gains in vocabulary.

—Molly Collins, Reading Research Quarterly, V40,#4

• 1x = 10% use of word

• 3–5x = 80 to 90% use 

of new words
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Lesson Plan and Script
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Repeated Read Aloud
Days 1-5
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Explicit Vocabulary Instruction
Choosing Words

Number of words

• Three intentionally targeted vocabulary words each day.

• Built into lesson plan.

Type of words

• Words unlikely in children’s oral language.

• Words critical to understanding the story.

• Words likely to be encountered in other books.

• Words related to a theme.
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Explicit Vocabulary Instruction
Choosing Definitions

• Short, simple — try to stay within about three words

• Use words children are familiar with

• Write definitions on the back of the vocabulary cards

wordsmyth.net

http://wordsmyth.net
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Explicit Vocabulary Instruction

“Multiple readings 

of the same book, 

using rich 

explanations of 

vocabulary words, 

effects significant 

gains in 

vocabulary.

—Molly Collins

Preparation—

• Choose three words and write a simple 

definition for each.

• Make vocabulary cards with picture and word

on the front.

• Write the definition on the back.

Before reading—

• Read and define each word.

• Children repeat the words and definitions.

• Prepare children to look for the words in the story.

During reading—

• Point out targeted words as they appear in the story.

After reading—

• Review words and definitions.

• Rapid Automatic Naming.

• Use words in Think, Pair, Share.
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Big 5 Transition Song

How Fast Can We Go?

How fast can we go?

How fast can we go?

We’ll take turns.

Say words we know.  

How fast can we go?
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Fluency and Rapid

Automatic Naming (RAN)
Fluency—

• Reading words with no noticeable cognitive or mental effort.

• Reading with ease, accuracy and appropriate pace.

• When fundamental skills are so “automatic” that they do not require 

conscious attention. 

• When you can see it and say it without having to pause and think.

Rapid Automatic Naming (RAN)— the ability to rapidly name a sequence 

of random letters, digits, objects or colors.

• Building RAN into the daily schedule provides opportunities for children 

to build their fluency skills, which are essential for later reading success.

• Each day, fluency is built through RAN within the repeated Read-Aloud 

and RAN transition song.
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Definition on back

Explicit Vocabulary Instruction
Vocabulary Cards

Word and picture on front
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Book Introductions

A powerful book introduction will—

• Introduce title, author, illustrator.

• Give children the opportunity to predict what the 

book may be about and to justify those predictions.

• Introduce the main problem of the book.

• Give children things to look and listen for in the 

book.
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Making Predictions

• What do you think 

might happen next?

• From the words and 

pictures, what makes

you think that?
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Summarizing

Teacher and children summarize what happened 

in the story by looking at pages from the beginning, 

middle, and end of the book.

i.e. "Let’s review what happened in our story today.  

In the beginning of our book….

In the middle….  At the end…."
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Think, Pair, Share
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Using Child Reflection 

Guide for Think, Pair, Share

• What did you want the 

children to learn?

• What were the children 

able to do?

• What learning stage (color) 

were the children today?

• What will you do the next 

time you meet with the 

children?
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Learning Objectives
Today, you learned to:

• Describe SEEDS Quality 
Interactions

• Describe the characteristics of 
an effective read aloud

• Build children’s vocabulary 
through repeated exposure and 
use of new words

• Identify the elements of a Day 
Two Repeated Read Aloud

• Demonstrate a Rapid 
Automatic Naming transition 
song

• Use the Child Reflection Guide 
to understand how to scaffold 
Read Aloud for different 
learners
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SMARTE Goal Setting


