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Are Children in Alameda County Ready for School?

We need your help to answer this important question. First 5 Alameda County is sponsoring a countywide school readiness assessment of incoming kindergarten students in Fall 2015.
· We are seeking representation from ALL SCHOOL DISTRICTS in Alameda County.
· The assessment will take place the first month of the 2015-2016 school year. 
· This is a follow-up to the 2013 countywide assessment. 
What is the purpose of this study?

· To understand how ready for kindergarten children are in these areas:

· Fine motor skills

· Self-regulation and other social/emotional skills

· Academic skills (aligned to Common Core Standards)

In addition, parents will be asked to complete a survey about their family background and their children’s early experiences.
· The information gathered  will be analyzed by Applied Survey Research (ASR) to:

· Identify the percentage of incoming kindergarteners who are ready for school.

· Identify readiness levels within specific sub-populations (e.g., geographic regions, demographic groups). 

· Identify programs or interventions that have been most successful in preparing children and families for school.

· Provide school and classroom reports of readiness for all participating schools.

What are the benefits of participation?
· Each school and teacher will receive a dashboard of results showing students’ readiness levels and other key indicators.
· For large districts, ASR will provide a presentation of the results to administrators or the school board.
· All participating teachers will receive a $250 stipend, along with a free book to distribute to each child in their class.
What is required of teachers?

· Teachers participate in a 90-minute training led by ASR at First 5 or a school campus within two weeks of the first day of school.
· Teachers then distribute consent forms and surveys to parents in the first week of school.

· Teachers assess students within the first 3-4 weeks of school, using the Kindergarten Observation Form (KOF).
For more information, please contact:
Casey Coneway, Project Manager, Applied Survey Research – Casey@appliedsurveyresearch.org – 408-247-8319
Chris Hwang, Evaluation & Tech. Administrator, First 5 Alameda Co. – Chris.hwang@first5alameda.org – 510-227-6923[image: image5.png]SURVEY RESEARCH
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